Interrupted distal anastomosis: the interrupted "porcupine" technique.
The distal coronary artery bypass graft anastomosis created by an interrupted technique using nitinol clips is likely superior to that created with continuous suture because surgeons place clips with optimal visualization, and the anastomosis exhibits optimal compliance and cannot become a "purse-string" once constructed. Skillful use of the clips allows the surgeon to work in the ever more cramped quarters of the minithoracotomy or minimally invasive incision. Anastomosing vessels without knot tying is a valuable practice in the application of remote and robotic surgeries.